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Who are ‘migrants’ in the UK? 
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Where are migrants in the UK 

economy? 
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Migrant Agency workers 

• UK highest in Europe 

 

• Part of flexible business model 

 

• Prevalence of migrant workers 

 

• Mainly in agriculture, food processing, cleaning and 

care sector 
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Migrants’ place in labour 

market encourages 

vulnerability… 
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Video – Unions tackle 

migrants’ vulnerability  
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Group Exercise: 

ENGAGING AND ORGANISING 

MIGRANT WORKERS 
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Challenges to Organising  

vulnerable migrant workers in UK 

• Geographical dispersion  

• Falling membership in private sector 

(Public sector = 56.3% vs Private sector = 

14.4%) 

• Lack of resources particularly after 2010 

• flexible labour markets  

• role played by employment agencies  

• low density of membership in the private 

sector, where migrant workers are 

concentrated 

• Lack of rights for non-EU migrants 
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TUC and unions’ work to support 

vulnerable Migrants in UK 

• Information 

• Legislation 

• Organising 

• Education 

• Community networks 
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Questions 

 


